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Borobodo in Java. It is to be noted that KJimer is and
always has been the national name of the Cambodians
themselves, and that they were almost certainly the
builders of these monuments under the guidance of
their Hindu teachers. They belong to the same in-
digenous stock as the neighbouring Kuy, to whom they
give the name of Khmer-domt that is, " original Khmers,"
and who dwell chiefly to the north of the Great Lake
about the frontiers of Cambodia and Siani. These Kuy,
though regarded as wild tribes, possess a considerable
degree of culture, and are specially noted for their skill
as workers in iron. They speak various dialects of a
primitive language, which is also common to the Cam-
bodians, but which is neither " Aryan" nor yet in any
way related to the Siamese, Annamese, or to any other
member of the Indo-Chinese linguistic family. These
are all toned languages, and mostly monosyllabic, with
no grammatical inflections, whereas Khmer is polysyllabic
and spoken without tones. No "Khmers of Aryan
speech" are known to history or tradition, and none
are needed to account for the monumental remains of
Cambodia, any more than for those, for instance, of Java.
Cambodia has an extreme length of 240 miles north and
south, with a breadth of 180 miles, a total area of 37,000
square miles, and a population (1906) of 1,500,000.

French Cochin-China.

The French colony of Lower Cochin-China, which has
become the centre of political power east of Siam, comprises
the whole of the hot and marshy Mekhong delta. It con-
sists of sis provinces detached in 1863 from Annam, and
now administered by the French marine department.
It has an area of some 22,000 square miles of extremely
fertile land, with a population (1906) of 2,968,000.